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Safari Overview 

Visualize your journey 

Summary 

1) June 26 - 28: The Winchester Hotel, Cape Town 

2) June 28 - 30: River Manor Boutique Hotel, Stellenbosch 

3) June 30 - July 2: Fancourt Hotel, George 

4) July 2 - 3: The Peech Hotel, Johannesburg 

5) July 3 - 5: Cradle Boutique Hotel (not holding space*), The Cradle Nature Reserve 

6) July 5 - 7: Sabi Sabi Bush Lodge, Sabi Sand Nature Reserve 
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Safari Overview 

Itinerary at a glance 

 

June 26 - 28 

Arrive in Cape Town (international flights are your responsibility). 

VIP assistance on arrival and through airport formalities and baggage reclaim. Met by Capexec (holding a 

signboard) for your private road transfer to your hotel. 

The Winchester Hotel 

2 nights 

June 27 

Full day tour - Robben Island, V&A Waterfront and Table Mountain. 

June 28 - 30 

Early start at 07:30am. !Khwa ttu San Culture Heritage Centre and Fossil Park. Continue to Stellenbosch. 

River Manor Boutique Hotel 

2 nights 

June 29 

Full day tour - Cape Winelands and Franschhoek. 

June 30 - July 2 

Depart for Cape Town Airport at 04:30am. 

Assisted to the check-in desk for your scheduled flight SA621 to George (07:15/08:10am). 

Met by Top Tours (holding a signboard) for your private road transfer to your hotel. 

Fancourt Hotel 

2 nights 

July 1 

Visit Mossel Bay and Bartolomeu Dias Museum. 

July 2 - 3 

Depart for George Airport for your connecting scheduled flight FA259 to Johannesburg (10:10am/12:05pm). 

Met by Afrifriends (holding a signboard) with private road transfer to Origins Centre for a 2 hour private guided 

tour. Afternoon drop off at The Peech Hotel. 

The Peech Hotel 

1 night 
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July 3 - 5 

Transfer from The Peech with luggage to Cradle of Humankind Hotel (accommodation currently not being 

held).  Private Sterkfontein Caves Tour with the site guide and researcher (subject to availability closer to the 

time).  Private Tour of Drimolin and Wonder Cave with the various researchers at Rhino & Lion Park.  Private 

Maropeng Tour with site guide. 

Cradle Boutique Hotel 

2 nights 

July 4 

Approx. 6 hour private tour (excluding lunch time) for a visit to Malapa, The Beetle, Gladysvale & Malapa 

Fossil Museum. 

July 5 - 7 

Depart for Johannesburg Airport. 

Assisted to the check-in desk for your scheduled flight SA865 to Skukuza (01:05/02:05pm). 

Met on arrival for your private wildlife transfer to camp. 

Bush Lodge 

2 nights 

July 7 

Private wildlife transfer to Skukuza Airport for your connecting scheduled flight SA866 to Johannesburg 

(02:35/03:40PM). 

Met on arrival and assisted to Departures for your international flight home (as booked by you). 
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June 26 - 28 | Cape Town 
 

Area Overview 

Cape Town is a true fan favorite, with its exciting Mediterranean vibe, 

amazing culinary scene, beautiful Cape Dutch architecture, thriving art 

community, and successful sports teams – all set to the backdrop of iconic 

Table Mountain and the turbulent waters of the Atlantic Ocean. It is no 

wonder it is called The Mother City. This vibrant, trendy city has broad 

appeal. Local attractions include Table Mountain, Robben Island, the V&A 

Waterfront, Bo-Kaap, boutique shops, numerous museums, wineries, and 

world famous restaurants. For those venturing beyond the city, the Cape 

Winelands and Cape Peninsula are a day trip away. 

Cape Town’s rich cultural heritage dates back more than 300 years and its 

diversity is evident in the city’s architecture, art, and food. It is the second 

most populous city in South Africa and sits at the southwest tip of Africa. 
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June 26 - 28 | The Winchester Hotel 

Property Overview 

Situated along the scenic Sea Point Promenade and facing the Atlantic 

Ocean, with the majestic backdrop of Table Mountain, The Winchester 

Hotel in Cape Town is an iconic seafront hotel that has a rich heritage. Its 

iconic Cape Dutch architecture tells a story of luxury and sophistication of 

a romantic bygone era, making it popular among local and international 

guests. 

A crisp classic black and white colour scheme features throughout the 

hotel’s main areas – seen in beautiful, white panelled walls and detailed 

ceilings, offset by striking geometric floor tiles, all accented by quirky 

décor elements and antiques that portray the building’s rich history and 

personality. 

Robben Island 

Robben Island is a national and UNESCO World Heritage site off the coast 

of Cape Town. Now a symbol for the struggle for democracy in South 

Africa, between the 17th and 20th centuries, Robben Island was used as a 

prison, a colony for socially “undesirable” groups, and a military base. 

Remnants of its dark history include 17th century quarries, the tomb of 

Muslim leader Hadije Kramat, who died in 1755, 19th century 'village' 

buildings, including a church, parsonage and small lighthouse, the lepers’ 
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church and graveyard, World War II military structures, and the apartheid-era maximum security prison, which 

operated from 1961 to 1996. 

Thousands of freedom fighters were imprisoned here by the South African apartheid government, most 

famously former president Nelson Mandela and Robert Sobukwe, leader of the Pan African Congress. 

Now a living museum, all tours of the island are conducted by former prisoners. It is one of South Africa's most 

visited sites, accessed by ferry from the Victoria & Albert Waterfront in Cape Town. The journey across Table 

Bay takes approximately 30-40 minutes and tours typically last 3.5 hours. Please note, this is a shared tour, 

please indicate if you would prefer a private guide. 

Lunch at V&A Waterfront 

The Victoria & Alfred Waterfront in Cape Town stands as a captivating blend of history and modernity. With 

its charming cobblestone streets and historic architecture, it exudes a unique old-world charm, while offering a 

diverse range of contemporary experiences. From upscale shopping boutiques and a vibrant artisanal market to 

an array of dining options overlooking the harbor, the waterfront caters to various tastes. 

Beyond its commercial offerings, the V&A Waterfront presents cultural attractions like the Zeitz MOCAA and 

the Two Oceans Aquarium, making it a multifaceted destination that beautifully encapsulates Cape Town's 

character and allure. 

Table Mountain 

One of the oldest mountains on the planet, this natural world heritage site, and Natural New 7 Wonder of the 

World, is the most iconic landmark of South Africa. Legend has it that the so-called “tablecloth” of clouds that 

pours over the side when a southeasterly wind blows up the mountain’s slopes is the result of a smoking contest 

between the devil and a retired sea captain named Jan van Hunks. More likely it's a matter of condensation, but 

the effect provides an awe-inspiring backdrop to the cosmopolitan city of Cape Town. 

Flanked by Devil’s Peak and Lion’s Head, Table Mountain marks the northern end of the Cape Fold Mountain 

range, which runs like a spine from north to south through the Cape Peninsula. There are more than 2,200 

species of plants and 1,470 floral species found on Table Mountain, many of which are endemic to the area, and 

form part of the Cape Floral Region, the richest yet smallest floral kingdom on earth. 

Fast track tickets for a cable car ride are pre-arranged, ensuring seamless access to both the ascent and descent. 

Upon reaching the summit of Table Mountain, you'll discover a welcoming café, a selection of souvenir shops, 

and captivating trails that offer breathtaking views. Among these trails is the path leading to the summit, 

distinguished by Maclear's Beacon, a substantial cairn constructed by Sir Thomas Maclear in 1865. This 

historical beacon played a pivotal role in measuring the earth's curvature, adding an intriguing layer of 

significance to your mountain-top experience. 

Accommodations 

Classic Rooms 
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The 32 classic rooms have been designed in a loft style. Although these rooms are non-sea facing, they have 

been fitted with furnishings and decorative accessories that create an alluring setting. 

Fast Facts 

Highlights 

Beautiful seafront location 

Easy access to many of the major city sights 

Iconic Cape Dutch architecture 

Quirky decor elements 

Quick facts 

76 rooms 

Dining and bar 

Spa 

Swimming pool 

Wifi 
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June 28 - 30 | Stellenbosch 
 

Area Overview 

Founded in 1679, Stellenbosch is the second oldest European settlement in 

the Western province, after Cape Town. This historic town is known for 

oak lined cobblestone streets, classic Cape Dutch architecture, and its 

vibrant wine industry. Stellenbosch is a very walkable town with many 

small shops, boutiques, art galleries, some fabulous local restaurants and 

vineyards, and more than 100 wine cellars. There are a number of excellent 

hikes in the Jonkershoek Nature Reserve, as well as a full day Vineyard 

Hiking Trail which winds its way through vineyards, forests, olive groves, 

and coastal renosterveld. 

Stellenbosch, along with nearby Paarl and Franschhoek, forms part of the 

Cape Winelands, the largest contributors to the one billion liters of wine 

produced in South Africa annually. It is approximately 50 km (30 mi) east 

of Cape Town, on a scenic road lined with breathtaking mountain ranges, 

green rolling hills and valleys and, as one approaches the Winelands, 

vineyards roll out in all directions. It is home to the University of 

Stellenbosch, founded in 1863, and today one of South Africa’s leading 

universities with nearly 30,000 students. 
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June 28 - 30 | River Manor Boutique Hotel 

Property Overview 

River Manor Boutique Hotel occupies a gloriously romantic setting in the 

heart of historic Stellenbosch. Housed in two adjacent manor houses and 

set in a landscaped garden on the banks of the Eerste River, the hotel offers 

an unforgettable experience with elegantly appointed and spacious rooms, 

and direct access to cultural experiences, breath-taking scenery, and 

outdoor activities. 

28 June: !Khwa ttu San Culture Heritage Centre and Fossil 

Park  

This morning, after an early breakfast, we depart at approximately 7:30am 

for the West Coast, heading to the !Khwa ttu San Culture Heritage Centre, 

with an estimated travel time of about 1 hour. 

  

Kindly take note that the travel time between Cape Town and the West 

Coast, as well as the subsequent journey to Stellenbosch, will result in a 

lengthy day. 

!Khwa ttu is a San Heritage Centre which is located near Yzerfontein. At 

!Khwa ttu San culture ancient and recent history is presented through a 

series of exhibitions, videos and presentations. !Khwa ttu provides a 

platform for contemporary San to share and explore their history and 
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culture with both San community members and local and international visitors. The historical exhibitions 

highlight the continuity of San history and its links to human origins, issues of colonial genocide and 

discrimination against them. 

The community section deals with San resilience and recent development initiatives of the various San 

communities  in southern Africa. In the ‘Way of the San’ building, a day in the ‘traditional’ life of the Kalahari 

San is illustrated. The exhibitions and guided experiences engage body and senses as much as the mind and 

demonstrate traditional lifestyles, culture and heritage, and ancient survival skills of the San. Visitors can also 

take a drive in an open vehicle past zebra, springbok and other wildlife, through unspoilt fynbos, to a replica 

San village. 

A range of tour options are offered at !Khwa ttu, and these details will be communicated to you via email. It's 

important to highlight that you have the flexibility to book multiple tours if desired. Considering the extensive 

duration of this day, once we have an understanding of your preferred tour(s), we aim to create a tailored 

itinerary that combines and customises selected tours for a comprehensive experience. 

West Coast Fossil Park 

Following lunch, a drive of approximately 35 minutes will take you to the West Coast Fossil Centre. Currently, 

we are awaiting a response from Pippa Haarhof, the Director of the West Coast Fossil Park, to finalize the 

arrangements for her guidance during your group's visit. 

The West Coast Fossil Park has an exceptional interpretation centre displaying well-preserved fossil remains of 

the animals that inhabited the area about 5-million years ago. 

The deeply buried fossil bones of now-extinct animals such as sabertoothed cats, short-necked giraffes 

(sivatheres), hunting hyenas and African bears were uncovered in the 1950s during phosphate mining and they 

are now visible at the dig site in a display unique to South Africa. 

This is an unforgettable visit, which will leave no visitor dissatisfied. A newly-built state-of-the-art 

interpretation centre, housed in an impressive eco-friendly building, will take visitors on a journey illustrating 

how the landscape in the area changed over the past 5-million years, what life was like when the sivatheres were 

alive and which other now-extinct animals roamed the land. 

Continue to Stellenbosch... 

After your visit, your journey will continue to Stellenbosch, where you'll drive for approximately 1.5 hours 

before reaching your hotel. Once you arrive, you'll have the opportunity to rest and relax before enjoying dinner 

on the hotel premises. If you're interested in dining at a location other than the hotel, kindly inform us, and we'd 

be delighted to share some of our favorite recommendations with you. 

29 June: Cape Winelands Tour 

This day takes you on a magical scenic journey through this beautiful mountainous region. You explore the 

history, the wine, and the architecture of the region. The region is most famous for its red wine – there is 

however some great white wine found on the higher slopes of the mountains. 
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Our recommendation for today would be to concentrate on the Stellenbosch wine region and select two wineries 

in this region based on your wine tastes. Be sure to let us know what types of wines you enjoy so your guide can 

match your tastes to our wine estates (as well as any other interests – foodies, into gardens, art….). 

The Stellenbosch region boasts wonderful red blends. The most common varietals found in this region would be 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Shiraz, Pinotage (the local South African red varietal), Chardonnay, Sauvignon 

Blanc, and Chenin Blanc. You will explore the town of Stellenbosch during the tour – it is our second oldest 

town in the country.  It boasts a wonderful combination of Dutch and English colonial architecture, oak-lined 

streets, white buildings, and a great vibe as it is a university town. 

Lunch is usually planned in this region as it is the foodie haven of the country.  It boats many of our top 

restaurants and as such a gourmet fine dining lunch is highly recommended.  For those that are wine fanatics – 

let us know and we will find you something quicker and lighter – so you can experience more wineries! 

After lunch we would recommend either a visit to Paarl or Franschhoek for another wine tasting or a walk 

through the town of Franschhoek or a walk in an organic garden or an artisan bean to bar chocolate tasting. 

Accommodations 

Superior 

These luxurious and spacious rooms orientate themselves towards the pool and garden area, as well as a view of 

the Eerste River. Uniquely decorated with a combination of Cape antique and contemporary designed furniture. 

These rooms are all furnished with a super king size bed, full ensuite bathroom, television, air conditioning, free 

wifi, in-room safe and tea and coffee making facilities. 

Fast Facts 

Highlights 

Set in a landscaped garden on the banks of the Eerste River 

Rooms are housed in two adjacent manor houses 

Indulge in an in-room spa treatment 

Quick facts 

18 rooms 

Restaurant 

Bar 

Swimming pool 

Lounge 

24-hour concierge 
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In-room spa service 

Day room with shower 

Air conditioning 

Wifi 
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June 30 - July 2 | George 
 

Area Overview 

Located midway between Cape Town and Port Elizabeth, George is the 

largest city on the Garden Route and the sixth oldest town in South Africa. 

It is sandwiched between the Outeniqua Mountains to the north and the 

Indian Ocean to the south, and surrounded by forests, rivers, and valleys. It 

is known for its golf courses, theatres, historical landmarks, museums, 

local farms, and a wide expanse of forest. There are many hiking and 

mountain biking trails exploring the indigenous fynbos. Outdoor 

enthusiasts come to canoe down the Kaaimans river, abseil down the river 

gorge and surf in Victoria Bay or Herold’s Bay. 
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June 30 - July 2 | Fancourt Hotel 

Property Overview 

Fancourt, South Africa’s premier lifestyle resort, is nestled in the heart of 

South Africa’s Garden Route, 7 km from George Airport. The resort lies 

on 613 hectares of pristine countryside sheltered by the Outeniqua 

Mountains. The Fancourt Hotel offers the discerning visitor 115 luxurious 

rooms and suites. These are perfectly suited for local and international 

families, couples, golfers and those simply looking for a warm, relaxed and 

entertaining Garden Route retreat. 

Fancourt is an ideal base from which to explore the Garden Route. 

Glorious swimming beaches are easily accessible and mountain biking, 

horse riding, picnics and hikes can be arranged. Guests can book 

sightseeing excursions to the nearby coastal towns of Knysna, Plettenberg 

Bay and Mossel Bay, as well as historic Oudtshoorn. 

  

Whether you want to discover the Garden Route in-depth or spend quality 

time with your loved ones at the resort, Fancourt delivers a heartfelt 

welcome and exceptional moments for every visitor. 

Experience & Activities 

Discover Fancourt’s many leisure activities, including The Spa with an 

indoor heated Roman Bath and world class wellness treatments. The 
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Leisure Centre offers an array of facilities and activities to keep guests of all ages and interests entertained. The 

Centre houses a gymnasium, cinema, indoor heated and outdoor swimming pool. Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy 

tennis, running and walking trails, bird watching and fishing. Four top restaurants each offer a distinctive dining 

experience to appeal to every palate. 

01 July: Mossel Bay and Bartolomeu Dias Museum  

This morning, your guide will pick you up for a transfer to the Mossel Bay Cave Site, an archaeological site 

near the town of Mossel Bay. Mossel Bay is a coastal town along South Africa's Garden Route, known for its 

beautiful beaches and warm climate. The town also has historical significance, with the Dias Museum Complex 

commemorating the pioneering Portuguese explorer Bartolomeu Dias, who was the first European to round the 

southern tip of Africa, now known as the Cape of Good Hope, in 1488. 

This achievement opened up a sea route to the Indian Ocean and laid the groundwork for subsequent European 

exploration and trade in the region. Mossel Bay offers outdoor activities like water sports and wildlife 

encounters. At the Mossel Bay Cave Site, specifically the Pinnacle Point Caves, archaeologists have found 

evidence that goes back thousands of years, offering insights into the behavior and technology of early humans. 

The discoveries, like engraved ochre pieces and advanced tools, help us understand how early humans adapted 

and developed their cultures. 

Accommodations 

Luxury Room 

Luxury rooms offer 40 sq. metres of stylish modern accommodation, overlooking the Outeniqua Mountains, 

gardens or golf warm-up area. A coffee or cup of tea on your patio or balcony provides the perfect start to a day 

of entertainment or relaxation at Fancourt. 

All luxury rooms have a TV, mini bar, Wi-Fi, coffee and tea making facilities and writing desk. Luxury Rooms 

have patios or balconies and are situated on the ground or first floor. 

Fast Facts 

Highlights 

Amazing location along the Garden Route 

Superbly landscaped on 613 hectares of lush countryside with the majestic Outeniqua Mountains as the perfect 

backdrop 

3 golf courses and tennis courts 

Family friendly, with a kids club 

Leisure centre offers tennis, fishing, swimming pools, a gym, a cinema, and walking/biking trails 

Quick facts 

115 rooms and suites 
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Leisure centre 

Multiple restaurants 

Two championship Parklands golf courses 

Spa 

Laundry and valet services 

Hair salon 

Conference and private function rooms 
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July 2 - 3 | Johannesburg 
 

Area Overview 

Johannesburg, affectionately referred to by locals as “Jozi” or “Joburg,” is 

the largest city in South Africa and one of the 50 largest urban areas in the 

world. Though not traditionally a tourist destination, Johannesburg is a 

transit point for connecting domestic and international flights and has 

become a cultural hub, with museums, theaters, art galleries, and libraries. 

There are opportunities for shopping at upmarket shopping centers like 

Sandton City, the Mall of Africa, and Nelson Mandela Square and, for 

souvenirs and African art, at flea markets like Oriental Plaza and the 

Rosebank Flea Market. 

Johannesburg is the home of the Constitutional Court, the highest court in 

South Africa, and tours to the Apartheid Museum often combine a visit to 

Constitution Hill. Other attractions include former townships like 

Alexandra and Soweto where visitors learn about South Africa’s apartheid 

history. The Mandela Museum, located in the former home of Nelson 

Mandela, is located in Soweto. 
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July 2 - 3 | The Peech Hotel 

Property Overview 

Set within two acres in the residential suburb of Melrose, The Peech is a 

true boutique hotel offering 32 well appointed guest rooms. Guest rooms 

are spread throughout lush gardens, with locally inspired interior style that 

is "Afri-chic." 

Bathrooms are modern and well-appointed, and bedrooms provide plenty 

of fresh air and natural light, with excellent quality king beds (also 

available as twin), air-conditioning, desk area and comfortable seating 

inside and outside, tea/coffee making stations (Nespresso machines), flat 

screen TVs and high-speed WiFi. 

02 July: Origins Centre amd Fossil Vault (tbc) 

Later in the day, you will be transferred to the Origins Centre in 

Johannesburg. We are currently working on arranging a visit to the Philip 

Tobias Fossil Primate Lab, often referred to as "the vault." Typically, tours 

are not conducted within this facility, but there is a possibility that an 

exception might be made for this occasion. We will keep you updated on 

the progress of this arrangement as it develops. 

The Origins Centre in Johannesburg, South Africa, stands as a captivating 

museum dedicated to exploring the origins of humanity and the cultural 

history of the African continent. Through a diverse range of interactive 

exhibits and artifacts, the museum delves into the evolution of early 
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humans, the development of tools, languages, and cultures, all while dispelling misconceptions and celebrating 

the rich heritage of Africa. The Origins Centre offers a thought-provoking and educational experience that sheds 

light on the global significance of Africa's contributions to human history and culture. 

The 2-hour tour encompasses a range of subjects, including African Origins & Evolution, the significance of 

San and Khoe Rock Art, and the exploration of artifacts from Early Iron Age Farming communities. This tour is 

flexible and can be tailored to align with your groups preferences, allowing for a personalized learning 

experience. To ensure the best experience, we kindly ask for advance information about the specific areas of 

focus your group would like to emphasize during the tour. 

Accommodations 

Luxury Room 

The Luxury Rooms strike the ideal contrast between bold urban structure paired with soft, bespoke interiors for 

ultimate comfort. Stackable glass doors open onto private patios (ground floor) or terraces (first floor), allowing 

guests to soak up the relaxed outdoor surrounds, whilst enjoying their own privacy. Generous sized showers (no 

bath). Some ground floor rooms offer inter-leading options. 

Fast Facts 

Highlights 

2 acre property 

Centrally located near main shopping, and adjacent to the boutiques, cafés and park of Melrose 

Quick facts 

Only 32 guest rooms 

Pool 

Wifi available 
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July 3 - 5 | Cradle Boutique Hotel (not holding space*) 

Property Overview 

The Cradle Boutique Hotel is located within the Greater Cradle Nature 

Reserve. The privately owned 9,000 ha UNESCO World Heritage Site 

close to Johannesburg is a unique ecotourism destination boasting three 

active paleoanthropology sites still unearthing both hominid and animal 

fossils. 

It is the only hotel in the world situated on an active anthropological site 

unearthing hominid fossils. Whether you come to stay in one of the 

beautiful rooms or at the tented camp, visit the acclaimed restaurant, or 

partake in some of the memorable activities, you will be moved by this 

special place. 

The hotel consists of 31 rooms and suites. 24 of the rooms are eco-friendly, 

sustainably built with timber and thatch, raised on stilts to reduce their 

environmental impact. 

  

Guests can also enjoy the chemical-free, natural wetland pool and 

exclusive indoor and outdoor spa treatments in the tranquility of the nature 

reserve. 
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Experience & Activities 

The reserve is part of an ancient landscape that protects the largest area of high-altitude dolomitic grassland in 

South Africa. It is home to leopard, brown hyena, 

carakul, jackal, giraffe, and several species of antelope - such as the magnificent eland, zebra, kudu, blue 

wildebeest, red hartebeest, blesbok, and impala. 

  

Accompanied by a qualified guide, guests can either enjoy the magnificent landscape and abundant wildlife in 

the nature reserve on game drives in an open safari vehicle or explore nature up-close on foot, as the guide leads 

them through the beautiful wooded valleys and onto the open grasslands. 

03 July: A Day in the Cradle 

Please be advised that due to the substantial rainfall that Gauteng has encountered, there exists uncertainty 

regarding the operational status of certain sites in October 2024. If this specific tour is conducted, it is probable 

that its organisation will occur much closer to the travel date. This approach allows us to make better-informed 

decisions based on weather conditions and permissions at that time. 

As an example the day might encompass a morning transfer to explore the Sterkfontein and Kromdraai Caves, 

followed by a visit to the Drimolen and Wonder Caves under the guidance of Dr. Stephanie Caruana. 

04 July: Malapa, Beetle and Gladysvale sites and Museum 

Today, you're set to embark on a 6-hour tour encompassing the sites of Malapa, Beetle, and Gladysvale. Your 

journey will also lead you to explore the intriguing Malapa Fossil Museum. We're currently in contact with 

researcher Raphael Hanon, with the possibility of having her join you on this tour. 

Accommodations 

Executive Room 

Staying in one of the 11 executive rooms can be described as a presidential experience. Each room is 63 m2 of 

luxury with a Super King memory foam bed and an en-suite bathroom with double vanity. Relax in the lounge 

or enjoy some fresh air from the private deck while taking in the beautiful mountain views. 

Fast Facts 

Highlights 

Located within the Greater Cradle Nature Reserve 

Privately owned 9000-hectare hidden in the heart of Gauteng's bushveld 

Only hotel in the world situated on an active anthropological site unearthing hominid fossils 
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Quick facts 

31 rooms & suites 

Tented camp 

Archaeological sites 

Restaurant 

Bar 

Lounge 

Pool 

Spa treatments 

Museum 

Hiking 

Tours 

Game drives 

Meeting & event space 

Air conditioning 

Wifi 
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July 5 - 7 | Sabi Sand Game Reserve 
 

Area Overview 

The Sabi Sand Game Reserve, named for the Sabie and Sand Rivers which 

flow through it, is renowned for its wildlife density and predator 

interactions; seldom will a visitor not see the Big Five. Although it shares a 

fenceless boundary with Kruger National Park, much of the wildlife in the 

Sabi Sand stays more or less in the reserve. Over the years, the animals 

have become used to the presence of safari vehicles, resulting in close 

encounters, particularly with the elusive leopards. 

Roaming packs of African wild dogs, territorial lions, and large herds of 

elephants are also signature sightings. As well as having a consistently 

high density of wildlife, the reserve's conservation ethos keeps vehicle 

numbers to a minimum at wildlife sightings. This offers a more exclusive 

safari experience while ensuring the welfare of the habituated animals. 

Being in the private reserve generally affords more flexibility with 

opportunities to off-road, enjoy night drives and bush walks, all of which 

make visiting this area a truly unique experience. 
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July 5 - 7 | Sabi Sabi Bush Lodge 

Property Overview 

Deep in the bushveld overlooking a waterhole and an open plain, lies a 

lodge that pulses to the rhythm of Africa’s heartbeat. With a history 

spanning over 40 years, the lodge has earned a reputation of a “luxury 

home in the bush”, service excellence and effortless personal attention. The 

conventional safari style showcases a vibrant and eclectic mix of 

furnishings and décor garnered from all corners of the African continent. 

To maintain privacy and intimacy, the lodge has 25 luxury suites in total 

(including 2 Luxury Villas) as well as the Mandleve Deluxe Suite. 

Bush Lodge has been sensitively designed to allow ample space to relax, 

unwind and savour the tranquility of the bush. The two swimming pools 

and large covered viewing decks overhanging the Msuthlu riverbed are an 

invitation to cool off in the filtered water or sit in comfort while spotting 

game at the well-utilised pan. An exquisitely furnished lounge, atrium and 

intimate bar area are perfect meeting places for friends old and new. As an 

extra indulgence, the Amani spa at Bush Lodge offers the ultimate African 

Spa experience. 

Experience & Activities 

Sabi Sabi is situated within the Sabie Game Reserve, a recognised ‘hot 

spot’ of biodiversity which makes for an astonishing variety of wildlife - 

including over 200 mammal and 300 bird species. Morning and evening 
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safaris are enjoyed in open safari vehicles with close encounters with the Big 5 being a regular occurrence. 

Environmental awareness walking safaris add an extra dimension to the bush experience, allowing a close-up 

look at the fascinating smaller creatures of the bushveld. 

The lodge is family friendly! Children of all ages can enjoy the EleFun Centre, a fully-fledged children’s 

facility. Interesting environmentally themed activities, including hands-on ‘edutainment’ for several distinct age 

groups, are designed and supervised by qualified childcare professionals. The beautifully planned centre is 

strategically placed within the lodge environs, minimising any disturbance to the adult guests. Parents can relax 

and enjoy some private time, knowing that their children are safe & happy, reveling in their own, age-

appropriate, fun-filled bushveld experience, becoming tomorrow’s conservationists. 

Accommodations 

Luxury Suite 

Each of the 23 spacious, air-conditioned thatched suites is beautifully appointed, featuring exquisite ethnic 

décor in keeping with the bushveld environment. The en-suite bathrooms feature al-fresco as well as glass-

fronted indoor showers, affording wonderful views of the bushveld. 

Fast Facts 

Highlights 

Steeped in tradition 

Located in the Sabie Game Reserve 

Respectful of the wilderness 

Child friendly EleFun center 

Amani spa 

Quick facts 

23 luxury suites 

2 luxury villas 

1 Mandleve Luxury suite for honeymooners 

2 swimming pools 

Bar and lounge 

Spa 

Wi-Fi available 

Children welcome! 
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Safari Costs 
 

Notes: 

Some touring inclusions may be subject to change 

This Cost Includes: 

VIP meet and greet on arrival and departure 

Full board accommodation at Sabi Sabi Camp 

Bed and breakfast at The Winchester Boutique Hotel, River Manor Boutique Hotel, Fancourt Hotel and The 

Peech 

All domestic flights as described in the itinerary 

All private road transfers 

Driver and guide accommodation in the Winelands and George 

The following tours: 

Shared tour of Robben Island, lunch and fast-track Table Mountain tickets 

!Khwa ttu San Culture Heritage Centre and Fossil Park visit with lunch 

Cape Winelands and Franschhoek tour with lunch 

Mossel Bay and Bartolomeu Dias Museum visit 

Origins Centre visit 

Malapa Tour and museum visit 

Park and conservation fees 
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Carbon Offset contribution 

1% For the Planet 

This Cost Does Not Include: 

All personal expenses, such as lunch and drinks on 30 June, 01 to 04 July 

Pippa Haarhof guide on 28 June 

Fossil Vault entrance fees on 02 July 

Accommodation at Cradle Boutique Hotel for guests and guide 

Any spa services, massages, and treatments 

Premium liquors and champagne 

International flights 

Trip cancellation and health insurance 

Any options not described in the itinerary 

Visa and passport fees 

All gratuities eg. Guides, Camp Staff, Researchers, Porters, Guides at Sterkfontein Caves, Maropeng, Origins 

Centre etc. 
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Adventures of the heart 
 

Our story is a simple one. We’ve been selling adventures to Africa since 

1999. However, the aim has always been that these adventures contribute 

much more to the world than they take from it, that our journeys offer the 

traveller something impossible to get elsewhere, and that travel be an 

absolute force for the good. Our message: don’t buy this safari unless you 

know why we’re selling it. Our mantra: travel less, but when you do, travel 

with purpose. 

In order that such travel does what we say it can do, we sell very few 

safaris. Those that we do are often extremely rare, and give the traveller a 

deeper, rawer engagement with – and commitment to – the at-risk 

ecosystems that serve as our destinations. They’re niche, they’re wild, 

they’re the result of what is probably the most personalised safari design 

service in the world. 

Done right, travel is the most extraordinary of catalysts for lasting good. It 

genuinely changes lives, which is why our story – the meaning of our 

adventures – is about much more than designing safaris. We redistribute 

our profits into the on-the-ground eco-businesses that are often the hosts of 

our safaris. We provide the means – via our charitable and social enterprise 

vehicles – with which to invest in sustainable futures. These are our 

adventures of the heart. They are why we do what we do. 
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The most remarkable of individualised itineraries 
 

Journeys by Design stands or falls on the quality of the service and style of 

safari it offers. In keeping with the spirit of our aim to create the most 

remarkable of individualised itineraries, so our ambition is to provide a 

level of service considered industry-wide as being extraordinary. 

A complete travel solution, it’s a service that takes as its starting point the 

importance of forming relationships based on mutual trust and respect. 

Once established, the planning of an actual itinerary employs the best in 

the business – be they pilots, guides or types of accommodation. The 

knowhow, the attention to detail and the style of delivery is, we believe, 

second to none. 

It is for this reason that we only sell Africa. Africa’s our passion and our 

area of expertise, and we make no attempt to sell a global product. It is our 

belief, therefore, that our clients come to us for an in-depth analysis of the 

continent, of the 23 countries in which we choose to specialise. Given this 

focus, this level of understanding, we are able to drill down to levels that 

the competition finds hard to follow. 

Services at a glance 

Journeys by Design provide a Complete Travel Solution. We have unique 

and special connections – our little black book. We strive to be at the 

forefront of frontier travel. We offer private consultations anywhere in the 

world. We offer rapid airport handling and we use only the very finest 

private guides, pilots and hosts. We pride ourselves on our strong ethical 

https://journeysbydesign.com/home-visits
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stance on charity and philanthropy. Some of these experiences are remarkable for their historical provenance, 

others for the rarity of access granted. All bear testament to our willingness to think out of the box. 

Support network 

Throughout the journey, and depending on the itinerary, clients have at their exclusive disposal an 

unprecedented level of support. This includes ground vehicles, light aircraft, rapid airport assistance, 

helicopters, pilots, guides and expert hosts. The team – assembled for the express purpose of a given itinerary – 

is highly flexible, highly skilled, and extremely well-connected. 

Accommodation 

In addition to using the very best of that which is available to the luxury travel industry, Journeys by Design 

represents a handful of private houses and ranches whose owners open their doors to a select group of 

discerning travellers. Whether based at exclusive stays, or at other more readily available super luxurious 

lodges, beach houses and boutiques hotels, the accommodation is outstanding in every respect. 

Destinations 

Every safari will take place in areas guaranteed to provide clients with an experience that is authentic, personal 

and private. Most of these destinations’ lodges, camps and ranches operate the lowest ratios of travellers to 

square kilometres of land found anywhere in Africa. They are all world leaders in the kind of sustainable 

tourism we support. 

Open black book 

Ultimately, it is our little black book of contacts that separates us out from the rest of the crowd. Such contacts 

mean we are able to invite the client into a world of first class academics, professionals and policy makers – a 

small, significant group of men and women whose reputations precede them, and upon whom the future of wild 

Africa rests. 

Long range support 

In addition to an on-the-ground support team, clients will have access to an assortment of leading medical, 

administrative and legal organisations. This will include 24 hour contact with our offices in the UK and the US. 

After care 

The return journey is planned and executed with as much care as the rest of the trip, and every effort is made to 

ensure that clients arrive home fresh, invigorated and inspired. 

Philanthropic opportunities 

The thinking behind our clients experiencing the very best of wild Africa, and in arranging contact with leading 

conservationists and policy makers, stems from the belief that we are all – the safari industry, its clients and the 

host communities – important stakeholders in the maintaining of Africa’s wildernesses. Travellers may discover 
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that they are in a position to contribute – intellectually, professionally or materially. If this is indeed the case, 

then Journeys by Design’s sister charity Wild Philanthropy is in the position to help. 

https://journeysbydesign.com/wild-philanthropy

